
 

 

National Park Foundation Fact Sheet: 

• The first designated national park started in 1872 with Yellowstone National Park. 

• Woodrow Wilson created the official National Park Service in 1916 when he 

signed a law protecting the 35 national parks and future national parks.  

• In 2016, the national park service contributed an estimated 34.9 billion to the 

United States economy.  

 

• Most visitors hold a bachelor or masters 

degrees. 

 

 

• Only 4% of visitors are between the ages of 18 - 24 (13% of the United States 

population is between the ages of 18 - 24).  

 

• A large 95% majority of visitors 

identify their race as white. 

 

 

Media contact information: 

Lea Wolff, leaw8369@gmail.com, 333-333-3333 

For more information, please visit: https://www.nationalparks.org/ 


